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On Dec. 15, Argentina and Chile signed a series of bilateral accords to improve roads, bridges and
other infrastructure along their common border. Under the accord, the two nations will invest in
improvements to 11 existing border crossings, construct a new bridge over the Encuentro River in
the south and build a tunnel through the mountains that separate the border zones of Horcones and
Juncal in the far north. Both governments also reaffirmed a commitment to construct an oil pipeline
from Puesto Hernandez in Argentina to Concepcion in central Chile, plus a gas line between the
two countries. Construction on the first stage of the oil line which according to some estimates will
permit Argentina to export 15,000 barrels of crude per day to Chile will begin in February at an
initial cost of US$18 million. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 12/07/92, 12/09/92, 12/10/92, 12/15/92)
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